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COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, thank you. Mr. Krueger, thank you very
much. So, the, the, the putting up of the, the signs would be on all County
projects? So, only on County road areas, but. . .

MR. KRUEGER: Well, see we control our--
COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah.

MR. KRUEGER: --we can control our projects.
COUNCILMEMBER MATEQO: Yeah. So, so...

MR. KRUEGER: So, what we’ll do is we’ll, we’ll notify DSA that that’s what we’re
recommending is to place those signs on, on all the projects that require permit
that they inspect that would be within our road right-of-ways.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. Thank you. So, Mr. Chair, we don’t know
whether Mr. Woodward actually also wrote a letter of concern to the State as well,
because there is usage on both County and State roads. And in order for the same
safety issues to be addressed on the safety part of, on the State part of, of the, the
bikers’ travels I think we’ve got to be consistent as well. And I think for just the
County to put it up just kind of deals with one side of the, the problem and not
really being addressed, because, yeah, Mr. Krueger, are you able to. . .

MR. KRUEGER: Yeah, I was just talking to Freddie this morning about this, and he, he
said they, they normally do. He, he said if it’s not it’s a, well, they normally do,
and they would still place a head sign on, on there.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEQ: Okay. Thank you, so, Mr. Chair, if it’s possible to send
Mr., Mr. Cajigal a letter asking him for the consideration of the State to also post
similar signs on all State projects that would be traversed by the bikers.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. We’ll just do that. Just a comment, Members, if
there are no objections, I’d to call on Mr. Woodward in regards to steel plates.
Have you every contacted the Department of Highways, State of Hawaii in
regards to the safety issue that you presented the County?

MR. WOODWARD: Yes, sir. . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Can you get to the mic please and identify yourself?
MR. WOODWARD: Yeah, Warren Woodward, Maui Chapter President, Street Bikers

United. To answer your question I did contact someone with the State
Department of Transportation, or whatever they’re called, and unfortunately I
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can’t remember the guy’s name, but he, he, he, he, he told me that it was their
policy to put steel plate head signs on, on the State roads.

But on the other hand, I, I’ve been in communication with some of our officers
over on Maui, and they said, well, I mean over on Oahu, and they said, well, I
don’t know if they’re really following through on that on the State roads over
here, because he, he said that he wasn’t seeing the signs all the time. And for my
own self I thought well I would just start this project at the, at the County level
and, and see how it’s received before making a State issue about it, but anything
you could do to sort of, you know, prod the State or help the State to remember to
do this that would be a great thing. Thank you very much.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. We’ll send a letter as suggested by Member Mateo
to the Department of Highways in regards to this safety issue. Member Molina.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah, thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Krueger, you mentioned
that the County will now, I guess, make it a policy now to ensure that steel plate
sign ahead signs are put up. How are you folks going to, I guess, get this out to
all the contractors? Will this be part of the permit process, or included as
language, I guess, that, that way it notifies contractors or whomever of that?

MR. KRUEGER: Yeah, on our new projects we’ll, we’ll install, we’ll have that item in
our specifications. And all the ongoing projects we’ll notify our inspectors on the
current projects to notify our contractors what we, what they’re required to do.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, and about, do you know, can you give us a guesstimate
as to how soon you will start this practice?

MR. KRUEGER: Immediately.
VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Immediately. Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any more questions for the Department?
None. At this time, I'd like to have Captain Matsuoka just make a statement in
regards to steel plates if you could.

MR. MATSUOKA: Hi, good morning. My name is Milton Matsuoka. I’m a Captain
with the Maui Police Department and Commander of the Wailuku District. As far
as, I can say I'm not a bike rider myself, but we have officers in the Maui Police
Department that are. And definitely I can see that there is a concern as far as that
goes, going from asphalt to the steel plate. You know, especially if you’re
looking at it being a little wet or something like that.

So, I can definitely see a safety concern there. And I would agree that that’s
probably part of the process, you know, once, once it goes out for contract or
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something that it be part of the proposal that the contractor, contractor be, well
part of the contractors thing to have a sign out there.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for Captain Matsuoka? If
not, thank you very much. Members, any more questions in regards to this
agenda item either for Public Works? If not, the Chair would like to recommend
that we file Public Works Item 36.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: So moved.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: 1It’s been moved by Member Molina, second by Member
Mateo. All in favor say aye.

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Motion carried. Thank you very much.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmember Carroll, Hokama, Mateo, Molina,
and Chair Pontanilla.
NOES: None.

ABSTAIN: None.

ABSENT: None.

EXC.: None.
ACTION: FILING of communication.

PW-34 FLOOD DAMAGE AT ISLAND SANDS AND MAALAFEA
BANYAN CONDOMINIUMS (C.C. No. 05-254)

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Members, the last item on our agenda this morning is
Public Works Item 34. This is in regards to flood damage at Island Sands and
Maalaea Banyan Condominiums. This is a result of County Communication No.
05-254 from Councilmember Anderson transmitting a communication from L.
Lanihuli Freidenburg, Island Sands Condominium Board Member relating to the
flood damages.

At this time, the Chair would like to call for public testimony on Public, on
Agenda Item PW-34. We do have one person that has signed up for testimony,
and he is Mr. Robert Riebling. Again, for the testifier you have three minutes,
one minute to conclude. If there’s no other person here signed up for public
testimony we’ll give you an additional three minutes after the first three minutes.
So, Mr. Riebling.
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... BEING PUBLIC TESTIMONY . ..

MR. RIEBLING: Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Council Members. 1 am Rob
. Riebling, President of the Maalaca Community Association. The letter in
question was not sent in by us, but by one of our members who, unfortunately,
could not be here this morning, but I’'m familiar with the issue, and I’d just like to

make a few comments on the situation that it refers to.

In the residential community of Maalaea there’s basically only one street. That’s
Hauoli Street, and it’s a dead end. So, when flooding occurs half of our
community is cut off. People can’t get to or from work. Emergency vehicles
can’t get to the other, other end of the street, and in the incident in question here
flooding caused severe damage to ground water, ground level apartment units.

So, for all of these reasons flooding is always a big concern for our community.
Now, we’ve looked into this in the past with the State Highways, and the Public
Works and A&B, and so forth. There are four major factors that lead to the
periodic flooding of Hauoli Street.

The first is that some years ago when the State Highways people paved a portion
of the natural water course that flows to the adjacent cane field, it reduced the
natural percolation of water into the soil thereby increasing the amount of water
that reaches the culvert that passes under the street. We take note of the fact that
this was done despite warnings to the contrary by our Association and other
responders to the environmental assessment statement at the time.

The second factor is the infrequent and random cleanout of the water course
within their cane field by HC&S. Considerable trash and debris accumulates
there when irresponsible citizens throw old appliances and rubber tires, and so
forth in the cane field. When it rains that washes down, and it accumulates at the
culvert where it catches silt, green waste, and reduces the flow area causing the
stream to overflow. Common, or characteristically there are a lot of bridges and
culverts everywhere.

The third factor, the infrequent and random cleanout of the culvert and the
downstream drainage channel itself by Public Works whose responsibility it is.
But, again, that’s a problem generic throughout the County and throughout the
State. There aren’t enough people to go around cleaning out every culvert and
every bridge all the time.

Finally, though, one factor is the inadequate flow area of the culvert itself. We
have six large boxed culverts passing under Honoa. . ., Honoapiilani Highway
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flowing into this cane field, but only one four foot diameter culvert providing
outlet to Maalaea Bay.

Now, of these four factors, the way we see it there’s only two of them that Public
Works here in the County can do anything about. In the near term, we would like
to see the culvert and the downstream channel maintained clear and free of debris
on a priority basis, because this is one little choke point that’s been identified as a
likely contributor to local flooding.

In the longer term, we would like the Department to consider enlarging the flow
area of the culvert either by adding a second four foot pipe or, in placement of a
boxed culvert, or maybe even a bridge.

Now, as we all saw earlier in the slide presentation the Department has currently
funded to construct the sidewalk on Hauoli Street. Now, this sidewalk will most
likely cross the ditch by means of a foot bridge next to but separate from the
highway, or the roadway. And it’s the position of the Community Association
that any culvert improvements that have been requested here be considered and
funded separately from the sidewalk project, so as not to delay it further, because
no kidding, we’ve been waiting 31 years for the sidewalk. In fact, two of my
predecessors as presidents of the association have actually died waiting for the
sidewalk, and I’d rather not join them in that category.

Now, the, okay. I’'ll conclude. The Director of Public Works and Environmental
Management has informed the Community Association that a contract has now
been led for the design of the sidewalk, and we will be given visibility into that
design project, progress and the opportunity to make some inputs. We intend to
bring the matter of the culvert enlargement forward to the Department at that time
when we meet with them.

And in conclusion, now as we enter another rainy season, we hope that the timely
cleanout of the culvert by a County maintenance crew will happen, and we’ll
greatly appreciate that. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Riebling. Members, any questions for the
testifier? Member Molina.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Yes, thank you, Chairman. Good morning, Mr. Riebling
MR. RIEBLING: Good morning.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: I was wondering if you would help, help me with some
background information. This is in regards to that faxed letter that was sent to us
by L. Lanihuli Freidenburg, I believe that’s a Board member. And near the end of
the cover letter it states that there was absolutely no response from the County
Council to the letter, which was the March 7, 2004 letter. Then I looked, I guess
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there’s some attachments to that letter, I guess addresses and people that
apparently this letter was sent to. This letter was sent to HC&S, Planning
Department, Maalaea Banyans, Transportation Department, Public Works, and
then Councilmember Wayne Nishiki.

So, I wondering if you could, if you had any background information on why this
person, 1 don’t know if it’s a male or female, Freidenburg made that statement
that there was absolutely no response from the County Council to the letter. Do
you know, do you have some information?

MR. RIEBLING: Okay. I can talk to that a little bit. I’'m not here to speak for that
person who independently sent in the complaint. I only had a chance to see it a
little while ago when Michelle showed me a, a copy of it. Apparently that letter
dates back quite a while, actually to 2004.

Subsequent to that our Community Association formed a little task force, and we
had several meetings on this flooding problem. Public Works was represented.
Some of those people are in the room right now. State Highways was there, A&B
and HC&S were there, and we had a series of meetings in which we discussed this
problem.

And so, I guess I have to take issue with that, because Public Works has been
involved in it. They’re aware, and we’ve all been working on it together. So, I'd
have to disagree with that.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Chairman.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you Member, Molina. Any more questions for the
testifier? If not, thank you very much, Mr. Riebling.

MR. RIEBLING: Thank you.

... END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY . ..

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, Scott is passing out some photos that he recently
took of the area, and in regards to the culvert that’s crossing Hauoli Street in
Maalaea. So, at this time I’d like to have you folks ask questions, if you guys
have any questions of the, the Public Works Department.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Question.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Molina.
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VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah, Chairman, you know what I'll yield to Member
Hokama. He had a question.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Oh, Member Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Do we currently have a claim or settlement request
regarding this case, this issue?

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Public Works or Corporation Counsel if you have that
information.

MS. YOUNG: We did a review in our office and, and to date, to my knowledge, there is
no claim on this particular property regarding this particular issue with respect to
these two condominiums.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you. Can we hear what the Department has as
far as dealing with the status of the culvert and ditch please?

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yes, Department if you have any comments in regards to the
course of action in regards to this complaint that we received.

MR. MIYAMOTO: I'll yield to my engineer who has the better history on the project.

MR. KRUEGER: I’'m Joe Krueger. This has always, this has been an ongoing problem
for quite a while. If you look at the picture you’ll notice that that drainage way is
lined with concrete now. At one time it wasn’t, and it was dirt, and maintaining
the dirt drainage way was very difficult.

So, I believe our, our Highways Division had the drainage way lined so that it
would be easier to maintain. Of course, that was quite a while ago, and now I can
see that it needs to be cleaned out again. The culvert does appear to be too small
for the drainage way, which should be reevaluated.

However, the, the flooding they had earlier this year was due to a, a river
overflowing, that the water went over the banks and went into this drainage basin.
You know the river that runs between North Kihei Road and Kuihelani?
Upstream from the highway evidently was, it was getting full of the, the rocks,
you know, the rocks as they come down from way up stream, and it was just
filling the, the stream up.

And, and the stream got so full of these rocks that the water overflowed the banks,
and it went alongside the, the river, outside the river, and down to the highway,
and then across the highway, Honoapiilani Highway, went through the cane
fields, and came out of this outlet. Of course, this outlet wasn’t big enough to
carry the water, and it overflowed into the two condominiums adjacent to it.
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Since then the, someone has cleaned it out. The, the stream doesn’t overflow, but
the 48 inch culvert does appear to be undersized.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: So, what would be the next Departmental action
regarding this?

MR. KRUEGER: We would need to analyze it and, and come up with an appropriate
size, and come back to Council for CIP funding to replace this.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Those impacts you shared with us regarding the river
that would need cooperation from State agencies?

MR. KRUEGER: The river itself will be maintained by the owner. Whoever the owner
is will have to maintain that stream, clean it out, and, or whatever needs to be
done, but our, our, our concern is the culvert and the drainage way going
downstream. The drainage way from Hauoli Street to the ocean needs to be
repaired, cleaned out and repaired.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: This would be a maintenance request--

MR. KRUEGER: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: --more than likely--

MR. KRUEGER: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: --operational.

MR. KRUEGER: It may be too big of a job to repair that then we may have to go to CIP.
The reason they did put in the concrete line is because when, when they had the
dirt, it would, it would have been like a gulch, and they’d have to, like, walk in
with picks and shovels and clean it all out. So, that’s the reason, the primary

reason they did line it with concrete.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. Mr. Krueger, you have records of the

Department’s main. . ., maintenance of, of these facilities? You could tell this
committee that the last County maintenance was done on this month, this day of
this year?

MR. KRUEGER: Icouldn’t say.
COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: You couldn’t say.
MR. KRUEGER: But see that’s our Highway’s Division that does this.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Uh-huh.
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MR. KRUEGER: But when you concrete line a drainage way like this you don’t expect
to clean it very often, because it normally cleans itself out.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Uh-huh. Mr. Deputy Director, are you, are you aware
of your Department having some type of periodic inspection review just to make
an assessment whether or not additional maintenance requirements would be
appropriate?

MR. MIYAMOTO: Mr. Chair, if I may?
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Miyamoto.

MR. MIYAMOTO: Yes, they do have a periodic inspection, but what that is at this point
I’m really not familiar with that. I'd have to check with our Highways Division
to, to confirm what exactly that schedule is, but I know given the recent storms
that we were expecting that we made it a firm commitment to let them know that,
hey, check all the drainage ways, because if we’re expecting heavy rains we want
to make sure that everything is clear. And we had the crews’ standby just in case
of the heavy rains and everything.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: And when appropriate I would hope we could get a
response to this Committee, Mr. Chairman. [ think the Deputy Director is very
cognizant of the season of the year--

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Uh-huh.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: --and, you know, we put hundreds of thousands of
dollars to our work line programs to assist in this type of areas, and I would hope
that we can minimize this type of occurrence, because I think there’s drainage
flooding concerns throughout the whole County not just Maui. We deal with it on
Lanai. I’'m sure Mr. Mateo deals with it on Molokai. And I guess going into
Budget we, we need to know how good is our, our maintenance and inspection
program, Chairman.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you for that information. Part of the intentions of our
meeting this morning not only on this project here, but also the previous, not
previous, subject, the first subject that we had is, is to make sure that whatever
projects that we budget for, you know, we keep close tabs as far as those projects
are being done. You know, as all of us know when come budget time, you know,
it’s easier for us to make decisions once we get some updates and
recommendations from the Department.

So, thank you for that information, and we’ll send a letter to the Department in
regards to that. I have a question here. This is in regards to the sidewalk
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construction for Hauoli Street. And I understand that once the design is
completed that you’ll be meeting with the Association, again, and what was noted
by the testifier the concern of that culvert will also be brought up at that time.

So, what, what’s the Department’s plans in regards to that, you know, as you see
today, and, and what the testifier had recommended earlier? During the design
stage do we install a culvert and come back to the County for more monies, or do
we wait?

MR. MIYAMOTO: Mr. Chair, right now I, that project is currently in the data collection.
They’re working on the survey maps for that area. Given the, this item here on
the agenda we may want to reevaluate the limits of their surveying to possibly
look at any expansion of the culverts in this area, but as far as regarding, as the
testifier had indicated, they did not want the sidewalk held up because of the, the
culverts. So, we can look into how we can work the two so that one doesn’t delay
the other.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. The other question that I had, the photos that were,
I guess, circulated amongst the Members as well as yourselves, on that top right,
you know, it seems like there’s a safety issue, in fact, on the opposite side of the
road probably also. There’s no guardrails and, and when we do the design not
only for the sidewalk as, as well as the, and the proposed enlargement of the, the
drainage area that we include guardrails to provide some public safety in regards
to Hauoli Street pedestrians.

MR. MIYAMOTO: Mr. Chair, yes, we can, we can look into safety measures.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any more, Member Molina followed by
Member Mateo.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Chairman. Yes, question for Mr. Krueger. You
mentioned earlier I guess the river is supposed to be maintained by the landowner.
For the record, who’s the landowner in this case that’s supposed to maintain the
river, if you have that information?

MR. KRUEGER: No, I don’t know who the landowner is.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. I guess what I’m trying to lead up to is because, I
guess, when you have the heavy rains I would guess the river, if it’s not
maintained, would be a cause of all of this debris coming in too. I, I presume
they’ve been involved in the discussions as to maybe cost share if any
improvements need to be made, which we’re, I guess, possibly looking at. Is that
correct to your knowledge?

MR. KRUEGER: Well, they actually had it, had that portion of the stream cleaned out.
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VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.

MR. KRUEGER: I don’t know if they did it themselves, but they made arrangements to
have it cleaned out.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, and in the letter from that, I guess the March 7th, 2004
letter, the last paragraph on the first page the person that wrote the letter indicated
that there were two previous flooding incidents at Island Sands. One about 15
years ago, and another one about ten years ago. . .(End of Tape, Side 2B)...1
know you’ve been with the Department for so time, have, have you, do you have
any recollection of; if, if the, there was any type of action taken after those first
two flooding incidents before the February 2004 flooding incident took place?

MR. MIYAMOTO: No, I don’t.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Mr. Chair, I guess maybe if we can, via
the Committee, could request some historical, historical background information
on these, I guess what occurred after those two flooding incidents just for the
Committee’s information if that’s possible, Mr. Chair.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yes, we’ll write a letter to the Department for that information.
VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Mateo.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEOQO: Chairman, thank you, and, and just for, just for the sake
of clarification based on the Director’s comments a few minutes ago and the
engineer’s reference that the, the culverts, in fact, are undersized. Are we, are we
assuming at this point that the Department is going to be pursuing this particular
item and looking at increasing the size of the culverts?

MR. KRUEGER: Yes, if the, if the culvert needs to be increased in size we will request
funding for that.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: And can you tell me what kind of timetable the
Department would be looking at?

MR. KRUEGER: Well, we can do that before the budget submittal this year.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: For both your plan and design for, for this particular
project?

MR. KRUEGER: We can estimate how much funds we would need to replace the
culvert for this coming budget.
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COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Is this, is this particular project, was it, was it even in
the radar--

MR. KRUEGER: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: --for the Department?

MR. KRUEGER: Yes, we’ve been talking to the Maalaea Community Association, and
the DOT, and A&B about the drainage in the area.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: And where about it was it on the Department’s priority
consideration? Whereabouts was this project?

MR. KRUEGER: That just started this year, that process, meeting with these people to
determine the extent of the drainage.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Mr. Krueger, thank you. Thank you, Chairman.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Mateo. Members, any more questions for
the Department? Seeing none, thank you very much. At this time, the Chair
would recommend that Public Works Item No. 34 be filed.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: So moved.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Moved by Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Second by Member Mateo. Any discussion? All in favor say
aye.

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much, motion carried.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmember Carroll, Hokama, Mateo, Molina,
and Chair Pontanilla.
NOES: None.

ABSTAIN: None.

ABSENT: None.

EXC.: None.
ACTION: FILING of communication.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, there’s no other items on the agenda this morning.
[s there any announcements? If not, thank you very much. Meeting adjourned.

ADJOURNED: 11:27 am.

APPROVED:

/ JOSEPH PONTANILLA, Chair
Public Works Committee

pw:min:051003:jbc Transcribed by: Jessica Cahill



CERTIFICATION

TRANSCRIBER:
I, Jessica B. Cahill, hereby certify that the foregoing represents, to the best of my ability, a true and

correct transcript of the proceedings. I further certify that I am not in any way concerned with the

cause.

DATED: This 18th, day of October, 2005, in Wailuku, Hawaii.

. . "/‘—\) / .
; VUL b [/ /{Qw /(

£

Jfé/ssic%B. Cabhill
/
/

/

t
1\\ /




